
 

Changed Lives 
Week One: 11-10-19 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us 
everlasting encouragement and good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good deed and word…May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of 
God and to the endurance of Christ. These words from Saint Paul are the perfect opening for 
our new message series, Changed Lives, focusing on our relationship with God and the 
stewardship of our treasure. 

Stewardship is one of the most important concepts for us to understand and to 
encourage one another as Paul directs us. Stewardship isn’t just a way of life; it’s a good one. In 
fact, it’s a better way of life because stewardship simply means belonging to God, allowing 
God to rule our lives. God transforms us as we entrust our lives and our resources. We give 
God temporary money and God gives us eternal treasure. Putting God in charge of everything, 
including our time and our money sounds threatening – surrendering control does not come 
easily to any of us - but God is good at ruling people’s lives. If we do belong to God, if we 
really do put God in charge, we’ll be better off, more secure and happier. It’s the point Jesus is 
making in our Gospel today. The Sadducees, who as the Gospel makes clear don’t even 
believe in resurrection, are just trying to trick Jesus, to prove that they are right. They’re 
focused on something other than God, something other than living with God and Jesus wants 
it to be clear so that they can shift their focus. He’s more interested in their salvation than in 
minor points of theology. So, Jesus makes it clear: to be with God is to be truly alive, fully alive. 
Without God, it doesn’t add up.  With God, all are alive.  That’s not jut in heaven but here and 
now. 

Easy to say, difficult to live. Most of us figure that God’s expectations of what we need 
to do for God, especially with our money, are so high that we’ll never measure up. We’re 
tempted to throw in the towel, conclude we should just avoid paying too much attention, 
accept our imperfections with varying degrees of denial and discomfort. But God wants so 
much more from us than denial and discomfort, especially in the area of our finances, as is clear 
from Jesus Himself. Jesus speaks more about money than He does about any other topic, 
seeing it as God’s greatest competitor for our hearts. Jesus wants His disciples to live in the 
tension of this competition, wants them see money and all money does and buys as secondary 
to what God can and will do for the one who trusts, who perseveres in relationship with God. 
Don’t get me wrong: money isn’t bad, but it can easily grab hold of our hearts and our lives. 
Jesus wants his disciples to see what God wants for us, not from us. Jesus wants us to focus on 
living in the joy and freedom of God’s love, seeing how money can serve us in that relationship 
with God and in service to our families and others as well. God wants a relationship with us. 
God seeks to guide us, guard us bless us; God loves us and loves us and loves us and never 
stops loving us and wants us to know that love up close and first-hand. Believe it or not, 
stewardship can be a joy-filled aspect of our relationship with God. God wants to build your 
relationship, to offer you grace, to fill you with blessings and to help you understand the Good 



 

News that makes giving something you want to, even need to do. Trusting God, putting God 
in charge, offering God control allows God to work this transformation in us. Our financial 
offering is a way we show God our heart, provide a tangible aspect of trusting in God, of 
returning God’s love to us. We come to church to worship, to be in communion with God and 
one another.  Our offering provides with a pure opportunity to worship. The essence of faith is 
worship and the essence of worship is sacrifice – giving of ourselves in devotion to God. Giving 
as an act of worship takes us beyond duty to delight. We’re invited by Christ to put offerings in 
the collection basket not because the Church needs money, but because we want, need to 
give to God, a way of moving our heart to God. Where your treasure is, there is your heart. We 
have a spiritual need to worship God and through our offerings, we’re able to express our 
devotion to God in a simple and sincere way, to express love for God in one of the purest ways 
imaginable, by offering something we treasure. We can feel comfortable in our giving, even 
delight in the way we worship God also with our finances. 

 
I must admit that I did not start out with this understanding and certainly not before I 

became a priest. Before seminary, I prayed daily, attended Mass every week in whatever parish 
worked for my schedule or where my friends were going. I tried to help when I could and 
eventually ended up teaching third grade faith formation. I wasn’t registered and, if I gave at 
all, I didn’t give more than the few singles I had in my wallet. I was living a good life: a young 
person living in Baltimore city, I had a good circle of friends, my family wasn’t too far off in New 
Jersey. I worked a job that challenged me and allowed me to grow, both in knowledge and 
responsibility (and then pay). The Church was always there, always the same, a part of my life 
but I wasn’t really connected and didn’t think much of it. Then, through that connection, 
tenuous as it was, God strengthened the call for me. Eventually, I left my job and joined the 
seminary. Even here, though, I was really connected to a single parish community as I moved 
through formation. 

My first full time assignment was a t Saint John’s.  I didn’t give to the offertory because I 
was giving my blood, sweat, and tears. I thought that was more than enough, but it wasn’t. 
Then I worked for Cardinal Keeler which meant I wasn’t connected to a single parish 
community but worked with all of them. I said Mass on a regular basis at the Basilica but I that 
was my assignment. I made a pledge and gave for the capital campaign but only because, by 
that time, I was serving as a member of the Board. I didn’t really think of a connection to a 
community and to God and how that was reflected in what I was giving until I got here. But, 
before I could get up and preach on stewardship, I had to look at my own giving. I figured that 
my giving to Holy Family and to my other causes, was in the range of 10% if not well over. I sat 
down with Cathy Todt and looked at my giving. I was shocked to learn that my giving was 
probably more around 2% than 10%, and that was of my net salary, not my gross. I asked Cathy 
to figure out what was 10% was of my gross and then instructed here to begin taking that 
amount out of my salary. Even now, I’m embarrassed to admit that I didn’t really do it for my 
relationship with God, but so I could speak with authority and integrity as I asked you also to 
entrust your money. Even more embarrassing, I also knew that, for me, I had to do offer that 



 

money before I saw it or somehow, there would never be enough to do to give that amount on 
a regular basis.  I was lucky that Cathy could deduct from my salary and transfer it right to the 
Church. But not seeing it doesn’t mean that I didn’t miss it. First couple of months it was a 
painful reduction but eventually I adjusted. More than the financial adjustment, I also came to 
understand that there were other areas of my life that I needed to turn over to God, other areas 
that I was holding onto things or attitudes that were not helpful for me, especially in the long 
run. 

I’d like to say that when I started giving, everything else immediately fell into place.  
That however isn’t the case.  I’m still working on some areas, financial included, about how I 
spend a little too much on organizational items and aides, how I’m not paying enough 
attention to retirement. But I can say that beginning the process has led me to a greater 
freedom. Yes, I can speak with authority and integrity about giving to our community, but even 
more than that, slowly as it develops, my trust in God is growing. I am learning to hand over 
things to God that I was battling on my own. and in every area that I handed over to the Lord, 
God has come through for me in ways I could not have imagined. 

This is what Jesus was trying to teach the Sadducees into today’s gospel. He wanted 
them focused on God and all that God wanted for them in their relationship rather than 
focused on being right, or being in control, or having enough. I say all of this, not to hold 
myself up as a hero but so that I can speak with integrity when I say it is not easy, not built into 
our DNA to trust and to hand over control. In the coming weeks, we’ll be looking both at how 
God calls us to give as an opportunity to build greater trust in Him and what God can do with 
your generosity, here in our community and beyond, into the whole of your life. 

I know that some of you are hesitant to give, especially in light of so much that has 
happened in our pastorate coming together and in the larger Church. I know that some of you 
are tempted to stop giving, but I hope that you can see beyond that both in your relationship 
with God and our community. For your homework, I want you to begin thinking about this, 
about where your relationship with God is and whether or not your giving reflects what you 
want and hope for that relationship. Take home the card we’re passing out and use it as a 
catalyst to see where God is calling you. The foundation of our giving comes in God’s 
generosity and in the invitation God offers for us to share that generosity of life and love.  

When we recognize God’s generosity and accept the invitation to share those blessings, 
God creates blessings for others as well as additional blessings for those who give. God’s 
invitation is also a call to sacrifice, to submit to something, or I should say, Someone greater, 
persevering and encouraging one another as God seeks to bring forth from us every good 
work and word. In this way, we become true children of God and the Body of Christ. May our 
Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting 
encouragement and good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen them 
in every good deed and word…May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the 
endurance of Christ.  



 

Changed Lives 
Week Two: 11-17-19 

It scared the begeebers out of us. To be honest, I’m not really sure what begeebers are, 
but when my sister screamed, we all jumped. We were all in her tiny kitchen, each with a job to 
do.  I think mine was cutting the carrots. I don’t remember what we were making but none of 
that mattered. My little niece, just starting to walk (now working and studying on her own in 
Philadelphia) had wandered into the kitchen, feeling her way along the wall. Experts still 
debate how close Katie got to the stove, but my sister was taking no chances. 
Katie!!! Get back!!! You see my sister had burned her hand by touching the stove when she 
was about Katie’s age. She may have reacted strongly, but she wanted very much to spare her 
daughter the pain that came with the burn. 

I get the same vibe from our Gospel as Jesus shares His insights on the end time. As His 
friends, the disciples are looking to cash in on their connection to get some advance notice so 
they can be prepared. And Jesus gives them quite a list: The temple, the most sacred building 
on earth, the home of God Himself, will be completely destroyed, wars and insurrections, 
nation against nation, kingdom against kingdom, powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues. 
And that’s just the start! Followed by hatred, seizure, imprisonment, persecutions by those 
closest to us; then, finally, a demand for testimony by the powers of this world as one is 
handed over and put to death. Whoooooo!! Reminds me of the adage: Beware of asking a 
question, because you might not like the answer! But Jesus also reminds them that, for those 
who trust in God, there is something more. Yes, discipleship involves hardship and sacrifice, 
and that over the long haul. But membership has its privileges: By your perseverance you will 
secure your lives. God will bring heaven from that hell, order from that chaos, eternal life from 
that momentary sleep. 

To see that, though, we must persevere. That perseverance is not merely finger-
tapping, not merely lashing oneself to the mast waiting for the storm to pass and the seas to 
calm. It’s far deeper, far more challenging but also far better and more exciting than that!  
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us 
everlasting encouragement and good hope…encourage your hearts and strengthen them in 
every good deed and word…May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and…the 
endurance of Christ. We heard these words last week as we began our message series, 
Changed Lives, focusing on our relationship with God and the stewardship of our treasure, 
inviting and allowing God control of our hearts and our lives, even our finances. Sounds a bit 
threatening – surrendering control, even to God, does not come easily to any of us - but 
stewardship helps us recognize that we belong to a God who loves us and loves us and loves 
us and never stops loving us. Stewardship is an essential part of our returning God’s love for 
us. Through our offerings, we’re able to express our love and devotion to God simply and 
sincerely. We give God temporary money and God gives us eternal treasure. Our offering 
becomes an encounter with Christ, providing the opportunity to express our love for God in 
one of the purest ways imaginable, by giving up something we love, by making a sacrifice to 



 

honor and adore God. This is one of, if not the, most difficult areas of life to balance, to 
entrust our resources fully to God. After all, money isn’t just all the good it can buy. Money 
also means comfort, safety and security, a fall back when things get bad. To give up even part 
of that, is tough. But if we don’t get the “money thing” right we cannot follow Jesus. How we 
handle money and how we follow Jesus go hand in hand. 
Jesus wants to help us to move our hearts to a greater trust in God. Trusting in God by sharing 
our treasure can generate the desired spiritual freedom from that treasure. Jesus makes it 
clear: “Where your treasure is, there also is your heart.” By sacrificing, by giving of our 
treasure to God, we hope to move our hearts closer to Him, building our trust in God as well. 
Life, even security in life, cannot be achieved on our own, by our own efforts or our 
possessions. But this is not a call for despair but greater trust. Jesus reminds us in our Gospel 
today of the deeper reality of our eternal destiny. Our earthly existence is not all. What we do 
now has eternal consequences. The gold and jewels of the temple, the beautiful adornments 
are GOOD things. They help focus us on the sacredness of God and the nature of our worship. 
But Jesus reminds us that these adornments aren’t what’s important. It’s not the beauty of the 
Temple that gives it power, but God’s presence. And God is always present to those who trust 
in Him. We must look beyond any challenge to see and seek the presence of God, to see the 
world and our lives, no matter how chaotic, as governed by God. Jesus reminds us that, even 
facing the chaotic end of times, we can trust in God far more than our 401k or the security that 
comes from an abundance of money. Jesus calls us to trust the in Giver of those gifts more 
than in the gifts themselves. That the stewardship of our treasure is an essential element of the 
life of a disciple is clear. Jesus makes this point in so many ways. But, if you’re anything like 
me, you wonder what do with the information. How do we begin to act, to deepen our trust in 
the Lord? We want to make it easier and practical to help. 

Let me introduce Jay Schill, which many of you remember from Brunswick, now 
principal of Ballenger Creek Middle. Jay and his family went through some challenges recently 
that forced him to examine his relationship with God, how he trusted in God, and how all of 
that impacted his finances. 

 
Good morning, everyone. Before I go any further, I’d very much appreciate a show of 

hands from anyone who has ever worried about finances or made a foolish decision related to 
money. If that’s you too, then what I’m about to share is relevant to you. 

 
In July of 2018, my wife Lynne and I received some very scary news when she was 

diagnosed with breast cancer. I know that many people here can also relate because of illness 
in your families. There was much uncertainty and worry as we waited to learn about the 
severity of the cancer and Lynne’s treatment plan. All that truly mattered to me was her health, 
but I have to admit that I had financial worries in the back of my mind as well.  

 
You see, Lynne and I have always been a dual income family and have been very 

blessed. During our 21-year marriage, we have had our share of money worries, but we have 



 

rarely, if ever, been part of the roughly 70% of Americans who truly live paycheck to paycheck. 
However, the prospect of Lynne not being able to work for months or longer was scary and 
would most certainly put a strain on our finances. 

 
I knew I needed to find a plan that would allow us to focus on what was most important: 

Lynne getting well, which thankfully, she did. We found the plan in Financial Peace University, 
a very low-cost program that required a time commitment of about 90 minutes once a week 
for nine weeks. Using the clear principles of the program, we were astonished to discover 
about $1,000 a month in our budget that we didn’t know we had, and again, we don’t 
consider ourselves extravagant spenders. I learned later that we were right in line with most 
people who enroll in Financial Peace University--the average participant who completes the 
course pays off $5,300 in debt and saves $2,700 within the first 90 days!  

 
I have since learned that over 5 million people have taken this class, which truly teaches 

people to fish by showing them God’s and Grandma’s ways of handling money! That is, live 
within your means! Lynne, who thankfully has been cancer-free for 15 months now, and I have 
been able to weather other storms in our lives in the last year or so because of what we 
learned in Financial Peace University: We had two major plumbing/flooding issues in our 
home—one of which involved 7 10 year old’s at a sleepover and a clogged toilet—not 
pretty—car repairs, and Lynne’s transition from her longtime job to a new one. 

We credit trusting in the Lord and this program, which is very much entwined with our 
faith system, to help us stay firmly on our feet. 

 
Financial Peace University teaches people to pay off debt (the borrower is slave to the 

lender), save an emergency fund (to keep Murphy at bay), create a zero-based budget before 
the start of each month (to know where every dollar is going), to save a percentage of our 
income for retirement, and to give intentionally to charity—because all that we have is a 
blessing from God for us to manage properly.  

 
By the way, I also learned through this course that God doesn’t need our money--but 

He encourages us to give to our church and other charities because He knows that generous 
people are the happiest, most fulfilled people. We all know this from experience, and science 
supports this line of thinking--God built us to give. When we are compassionate and giving, 
our brain releases the neurochemical oxytocin, which improves our mood, decreases pain, and 
inspires us to exhibit even more goodwill to others. Since starting this program, Lynne and I 
make no more money than we did prior to FPU, but we have more to give, and we can do it 
more comfortably than we have ever been able to before...and it feels great! 

 
I am inviting you to join us for Financial Peace University classes right here in our 

Pastorate starting in January. We all have busy lives and you may not feel like you can spare 
the time or cost to take part in the program--it costs about as much as a nice meal out for a 



 

family of 4--think Main Cup though, not Volt--but I’m telling you that if you have any concerns 
with money or finances, you can’t afford NOT to take Financial Peace University.  

 
This program is good for young couples before marriage, married couples (my 

previously good marriage is even stronger), single people, people who aspire to retire 
someday, and people who are retired and want to get a handle on their finances. This 
program causes us to feel hope when we may have not felt hope for a very long time. 
Proverbs 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a dream fulfilled is a tree of 
life.” Come join us--get on the road to hope today! We’ll have a table in after masses so you 
can learn more. 

 
Thanks, Jay. Your offering witness both from Jay and from yourself speaks volumes about 
learning to trust in God. Thanks for your willingness to share with us the program of the 
Financial Peace University. In our Gospel, Jesus reminds us that the end is coming. Not today 
or tomorrow, but it’s coming. As His disciples, we need not have the begeebers sacred out of 
us, need not worry about the prophecy in our first reading of the blazing oven of God’s wrath. 
Rather, by becoming better disciples, by learning to trust God now, we can look forward to 
the end as a chance to bask in the warm glow of the healing light of the Son, “S,” “O,” “N.” 
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us 
everlasting encouragement and good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts and 
strengthen them in every good deed and word…May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of 
God and to the endurance of Christ.  

 



Changed Lives 
Week Three: 11-24-19 

For in…[Christ] the fullness [of God] was pleased to dwell, and through… [Christ] reconcile all 
things…making peace by the blood of the cross... Today, we celebrate with the Church around the 
world, the Feast of Christ the King. We close the liturgical year focusing on Christ as King of Creation 
and Ruler of the Universe. This isn’t about crowns nor the power and wealth they represent, not 
about conquering enemies sheer will, clever schemes, blind obedience, or brute force. 
This Feast is about the Cross; it’s about sacrifice. Oh…and victory. This feast is about the ultimate 
victory St. Paul described, the ultimate power of the love of God dwelling in Jesus Christ and our 
sharing that victory by bringing people to Christ. That’s the ultimate victory and it comes through 
the gracious invitation of God through Jesus Christ: Today you will be with me in paradise. 
We’ve spent the last few weeks looking at understanding stewardship as building our 
relationship with God, increasing our trust, allowing God to move our hearts by sharing our treasure. 

Sharing our treasure, building our trust in God blesses the one who gives. I shared with 
you my own story, how God is working in my life as I learn to trust in Him, a trust that started 
practically in my own giving, even though it wasn’t for the right reason. Then last week, Jay shared 
with you his story about trusting God in the storm of his wife’s cancer and the financial challenges 
that resulted. Another of our members, a successful business owner, shared with me recently 
that one of the proudest moments in his financial life was the first time he wrote a check to our 
community knowing that it represented 10% of his total income.  Even doing well, it was a stretch, 
but they were learning to trust in God, and, his wife quickly added, they have been so blessed 
both before and after they started giving like that. In all these cases, God returns far more than 
what we give. But there’s far more to our stewardship than the sacrifice we make. You see, God 
uses our stewardship, our trust in Him to help others, to change lives by introducing and increasing 
the presence of Jesus Christ. God takes our offering, our sacrifice and multiplies it for the good of 
another.  

Remember when Jesus fed the 5,000? It started with a boy offering five loaves and two 
fish. Even as the Apostles were asking “What good is that for so many?” Jesus was taking what the 
child offered, blessing it, breaking it and distributing it to the people. And there was enough, 
more than enough, enough for everyone to have their fill tummy, enough for 12 wicker baskets 
left over and, truth be told, if there were people like my mother, enough for a little leftover in their 
purse! 

This is the abundance of God, the abundance God wants to shower upon us, like the 
shepherd, as we heard in our first reading, caring for the sheep, especially the lost and 
the wandering, the sick and the broken. Our trust in God, our sacrifice for God, our generosity 
creates blessings for others as well. God takes our offering and helps change the lives of others. We 
want to share with you that Good News about lives changed, people coming to know Jesus Christ 
through your generosity, sharing in the victory we celebrate today. That victory, the presence of 
God, of God’s love made known in Jesus Christ, of Christ the King, the victory that the 
abundance God’s love creates in the life of another, that’s the victory we want to share with you. 
And it happens once heart, one soul, one life at a time. 



Let me introduce to you Matt Hassaine, one of our new members, recently received into the 
Church. Many of you will recognize him from the Main Cup. Matt’s story and the stories of countless 
like him are what we celebrate today. Matt… 

My whole life I have only ever given God an inch. A little bit here, a little bit there, a tacit 
agreement in some things, a polite refusal of what I considered unnecessary. I grew up in the 
Lutheran Church, my family went to church every Sunday, and I considered my denomination a 
serious marker of my identity. I grew up hearing about the transformative power of Jesus Christ in 
people’s lives, and the need to trust in God’s plan for us, and while I was prepared to talk about how 
this could help others, I thought I was pretty well put together and I wasn’t planning on needing 
that. I kept focused on what I thought was important for me to do. I didn’t want to give God control 
over my life, I wanted Him to stay in the box I had made for Him.  I wasn’t ready to trust God more 
fully, because I didn’t want to relinquish control. It’s a good thing He saw right through it all. God is 
at work in our Yes’s, however small, and with every “yes” he could get out of me, every rare 
occasion where I trusted Him instead of myself, I gave him the freedom and the invitation to intensify 
the work he began at my baptism. 

When I received news of my grandmother’s death, I was in Paris. This news wasn’t a shock as 
she was 97 years old but I still I wasn’t prepared to experience that many emotions. Within an 
hour of receiving that news I found myself inside Notre Dame cathedral. In my grief, I decided to 
trust God, realizing that this was all outside of my control. As the priest approached the altar and 
intoned the words “God come to my assistance”, I asked God to do the same. Jesus Christ changed 
my life that day through a body of believers gathered in His name. Being present is half the battle.  

The next few years found me attending mass while in France, then eventually while here in the 
US as well. I still went to the Lutheran church with my family, and as I didn’t want to rock the boat, I 
stuck with this arrangement.  

I believed that what the Church taught was true, but I still wasn’t ready to take a final leap and 
answer Gods call home to the Church. I wanted it to be on my terms, when I was ready, and when it 
wouldn’t be messy.  

As can be expected, my life didn’t get less messy as time went on, it got much messier. I 
found great comfort in the simple prayers and quiet contemplation of the rosary. As I began to 
ask our Blessed Mother to bring me closer to her Son, I realized that an important part of saying yes 
to Christ was saying yes to His Church, that trusting this messy, often problematic gathering 
of believers, was trusting in God’s plan for humanity. I was convinced I wanted to be a part of this, 
but I still wanted to control the timing and how it happened.  

I work at The Main Cup here in Middletown and have watched the alpha sessions take place 
there over the last few years. I didn’t know much about the group or about the discussions they had 
or the videos they watched, but I did know that they were friendly, and they were from holy family. I 
usually helped my colleague Madi get everything started for the alpha sessions and made sure the 
meal went okay. Once the discussion started or a video rolled, my work was done, and I could go 
home. One night when I got home, I realized I had the key to the front door of the restaurant in my 
pocket. So back to work I went to return the key before closing time. When I arrived, I saw terry 
Kirby and the Prendergast's packing up after the nights alpha session and started chatting with 



them. Faith inevitably came up and I told them I was Lutheran but was hoping to join the Catholic 
Church and was planning on waiting until next year to do so. They all told me I was welcome at any 
time, and put me in touch with Karen Nelson, who told me I was free to start adult confirmation 
classes at any time. Trusting God in this crossroads moment wasn’t easy, but once I decided to say 
yes to God, everything fell into place. I was confirmed and welcomed into full communion with the 
Catholic Church this past Easter.  

I believe that that key, that conversation, that saying yes to Jesus Christ, changed my life. 
I wasn’t even in the alpha sessions, but members of this pastorate were still there to help me 
trust God. The RCIA team was there to answer all my questions, to help me on my path. Fr. Rob was 
there to tell me that God’s mercy is greater than my deepest shame. So many of you were here 
with me when I received confirmation and first Eucharist in April. All of this is made possible 
through the existence of this pastorate, which is sustained by the generous giving of our time 
presence and resources. Since Easter, I’ve been able to see God at work here in this pastorate. It’s 
been amazing to be on the RCIA team and to watch people go through the same process I did and 
to watch them say yes over and over again week after week to God’s plan for their lives. I’m 
confident that faith formation has taught me more than any of my students.  Simply put, Jesus 
Christ changed my life, and you had better believe he used the people of this pastorate to do 
it. Learning to say yes to Jesus Christ and to trust His plan for us is an ongoing process. I’m 
pretty stubborn, so I think he’s going to be working on me the rest of my life. I gave God an inch, 
and he crossed a mile for me, I gave him water, and he gave me wine. Let’s change lives, together. 

Thanks, Matt, for sharing your story. I know it isn’t easy to do, makes us vulnerable but I am 
grateful because your example reminds us that stewardship is not just theory, not just a private thing 
between me and God. It’s about helping others hear and accept the invitation of Jesus: today you 
will be with me in paradise. 

As the greeters pass out the stewardship cards, and we ask each the head of each family to 
take one. Over the past weeks we’ve heard 3 personal stories about God’s work, about seeking and 
seeing God’s presence, about increased trust in God that grew from a sense of stewardship. It’s the 
victory of an increased presence of Christ in the world, the victory your generosity makes possible. 

Now, let me walk you quickly through the card so we can minimize the time we need. 
Number 1: please fill out the contact information.  Please print clearly so we can follow up if we need 
to do so. Number 2: once you have finished the contact information, please review the second 
section. It has three statements about giving: 

● a regular commitment for those who haven’t given before
● an increased commitment for those who have been giving before but feel called to

increase that giving
● a previous commitment maintained thru the coming year.

In all cases, we ask you to list the amount you feel God is calling you to give and how often 
you will give that amount. Please indicate which parish in the pastorate your giving will support. As I 
have said in the past, the finances for each parish are kept separately with shared costs paid 
proportionately by each parish. We do not intend to use these cards for budgeting purposes, but 



they should represent your commitment before God to building your trust in and relationship 
with God who has blessed us with all gifts. In the last section, we ask you to indicate how you will 
give. Please note that it is most helpful to us if you give electronically through Faith Direct. 
As I mentioned, this is the way that I give, because it’s easier and I don’t have to remember to do it 
every week or every month. If you’re anything like me, you start out with the best of intentions, but 
life and a feeble memory intervene. Every donation made by electronic giving, by envelope, or 
even by check dropped in the offertory will be recorded on your end of year statement. Any 
donation made in cash will remain anonymous. I’ll give you just a moment to finish up and then ask 
our greeters to begin collecting the cards. 

As the greeters collect the cards, I want to thank you for your generosity. Your trust in 
God, your sharing of your resources makes possible our efforts to celebrate the victory of Jesus 
Christ, God’s love made known in ourselves and, through us, to others, to celebrate bringing God’s 
love in Jesus Christ to others, celebrating their changed lives. May our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
and God our Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting encouragement and good hope 
through his grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen them in every good deed and word…
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the endurance of Christ. Viva Christo 
Rey! Long live Christ the King! 
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